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London Terrace—"‘ Hidden
Treasure”

Novelettes of the New York Streets —

BENEZER WHITENOUSE had
lived Bis seventy years of life in
the howse of bis boyhood—a

stataly member

of & stataly reg-
iment of hommes,
eaoh with Ita
small front gar-
den, its Groeok
Key axterior fin-
iah, wrought iron
rallings and deep
set door, Twen-
ty - third street
had started its career as s fashion-
able axtsnsion from "Old Greenwich

Village,” and the block of houses had

been the firet in the dlstrict to shel-

ter all that was ultra-fashionabls in

Old New York. Ebenezer bad be-

come the perfect buman smbodiment

of his surroundings. He invariably
wore & black satin stock, and his

sported threadbare spats of tobacco
brown. To ses him descending the
three steps of his “stoop™ was to ob-

thess determining
ita effect on hia

Wiithen Expuemiy for The Evaning World,
By Ethel Watts Mumford
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exoept for clocka s They stood along
the walls in rows, they commanded
the staire from the landing; the four
most alaborats stood in his bedroom—
tall, hooded, coMn-like shapes of an-
clent mahogany. When thsa hours
arrived, they were heralded by &
veritable clamor, and Ebenezer took
strange delight In each and every
tone, He puttered over them, regu-
lated them, loved them like children.

A shrewd dealer In peal estats, he
celebrated a canny and lucrative deal
by the purchass of a clock. As the
negotiations began to assume form
he would begin his Inspection of the

antigue sbops that he might have |
full time to baggle before he made
his purchase.
the money pald, the new clock was in-
stalled.
until, with bis declining yeurs, it was

brought home to him that if death | nelghbor who

clalined him bis huted relatives would |
benefit thereby. Mr, J. Sutheriand
Rathbon, his lawyer, eniployed by the
year to superintend his reul estate
u.u‘mnctlnm‘ had awakened this fear,
What are you going to do withall
your money, Mr. Whitchoune?' ho in-
quired. “Have you made g will?
From that riomont Ebenczer's peace
of mind was gone. Time after time

be tried to compose his mind and de- |

his galns, and the means of adding
:‘” -n.u Now, wnu:h he ar?;‘u::

fece In 8 wo
nuul hlonpd at the thought that
be must give them up.

And so death came upon him un-
awares. On his own doorstep Mam
Melinda found him unconsclous, and
in his own four-posted bed, where he
had been born, he gave up the ghost
and his worldly belongings. Bafore
ocalling for help or mnotifying the
pelghbors, old Mam Melinda pro-
coaded to search the houss. 1
well she know Id there was some-
where. Bhe bhad seen him more than
once fingering stacks of gold pleces
lovingly. With negro cunning she
had spled upon her master, but she
hod spied In valn,

Now with aglle monkey MAngers,
ahe pried hastily into the forbldden
dosks and Jocked drawers, There
wore papers, and lista of figures, but
no money. In ber master's thread-
bare clothes she found two twenty
dollar gold pleces, which ahe hid on
top of her head, embedding them In
her rmy wool, But that was all. A
handful of loose change In the blue
and white ginger jar, and ons or two
pleces of old fashioped Jewelry, pre-

The deul closed and | sumubly his mother's, she found wnd

annexed, But of the horde not n

Life was sweet to Ebencger | trace was to be found.

She was driven at 'last to tell a
came Into the grim
house, whose threshold he had never
been Invitad to cross, and, knowing
the tradition of hidden wealth, he
ook ovcasion to sleuth = lttls him-
welf. A nearby doctor was called In
at length, Left alone for & moment,
he pried at the mattress and discreet-
Iy tapped the bare fooring by the
bed. The undertaker was much more
thorough, but equally unrewarded.
Mr. J. Sutherland Rathbon, the same

termine how and where he would give | Who had poisoned his client's declin-

and bequeath his cherished horde, |
But the very thought of parting with
his treasure threw him into a cold
sweat and afflicted him with physioul

n, and here in the very nature of
things came tha punishment of hin
avarice,

ing yenra with the thought of wills
and disposition of property, under
the gulse of searching for the docu-
ment he knew did not exist, llkewiss
gnva the treasurs houss a thorough
runsacking from g Eurret to wine
vaults, Wherever Ebenezer had hid-

Every day that passed carried with [ den hix gold Le had hidden it well
it record of his distruught mind— | and tuken the secret with him,

overy dawn was a menace, for it
might be his last. Heretofore he had
paver given, the Inevitable end &

thought, 80 ted was he upon
e i oy e

At length It was undubltably
roved that Mr. Whitehoyse had died
ntestate, and his nearest of kin were,

therefore, enlitied Lo the Zouse on

London Terrace and a lean bank bal-
ance. The cashler Interviewed by the
lawyer ocorroborated the latter's
knowledge that noble sums had fre-
quently been deposited by the eccen-
trie Mr, Whitehouse after each sue-
cessful operation in houses and lands,
but invariably, It ssemed, two weeks
from the date of deposit, two-thirds
was drawn out again., The computed
total of these sums was enoligh o
make the eyes bulge.

The lawyer, by the natural--or un-
natural—processea of the law, ac-
quired the right to bandle the estate,
potity the bLoeneficlaries and attend
to the clussificution of the outstund-
ing debts of the deceascd. There
wora unaccountable delnyas and ex-
traordinary difliculty in locating the
helrs, who might with ordinary curn=|
mon sense have been traced In
twenty hours. But, although the
house was given the most micros
scople search, It kept Its secret, The!
manptels, the chimneys, the cellar!
floor, the wuinscoting, the resonnie
hollows of the clock cases, wers all
subjoected to the closest soruting.
Thoy divulged nothing, and the op-|
portunity of treasure trove woas sud- |
denly denied Mr, Rathbon's deter-|
mined elideavors, when into his law|
office there walked o charming young
person, who placidly laid cinim to
her uncle's property and Indisputa-|
bly proved herself to be Earnestine|
Whitehouss, only niece of Kbenegoer,

Mr. J. Sutherland Ruthbon was |
startled sand doubly disappointed wt
this turn of affairs, He had just

guessed, made his mouth waler, ahd
between him and 1t was only this
alip of a pirl,

The bullding, ouce his own, he would
tear It down brick by brick, and tind
the money he must He knew his
former cllent too well to limagine for
one insiant that the niser would not
have his gold upder his eye, and with.
In reach of his hand, He, therefore,
procecded to surround Miss White.
house with attentions.  As her uncle's
wdvisor and perscual friend it was his
duty and pleasure

Miss Whitehouse was touched by his
devation, nnd grateful for the bssls-
tanee he proflerwid.  Hhe would like
to see the house, her lather had so
often desoribed (. He had loved it
dearly, and hlttorly renretted thn es-
trangement with his brother that had
cut him off forever from his old home.

Mr. Rnthbon called a taxl and in-
troduced Miss Whitehousa to her es-
tate. He dwelt at jength upon the
depreclation of the neighborhood, but
allowed that the land might have &
vilue for uny one with suticient cap-
ital to assemble several houses and
erect a loft ballding

Migs Whitghouse
bt sild notinng
the doeor of 1l
she lodged she o

As they parted st
nuidest hotel where
swetrilied him by her

announceient that for the present ot
least sha would pccupy the houns—
had, in fact, ondered her servant to
report in the city the following doy-
wnd—ghs would be very gratetul ir
Mr, Hathbwn would tuke tho neces-

sary sleps to put in a telephone.

Mr., Ruthlbon suw rod as he me-

doped oul several new possibilities. | ghunleally Hfted his bhat and pressed

He looked at the helress's exceed-
Ingly pretty fuce and slender, girl- )
inh fgure, and wondered if, p l'h|||tl'l‘|
It wuuld not be well 1o marry her, |
and thus acguire the house of mys-|
tery. But his middie-aged, bachelor
mind rebelied. e would purehiase
the house. Doubltliess Miss White-
house would ruather have ready
money thun a white elephant of o
monsion in n guarter no longer fush- |
lonable, particularly when the cash|
in hand wuas negligible, and he
rightly gauged her not oo well sup-
plied with worldly goods,

her hand, But how in the world was
he to prevent this perfeetly loegiti-
mitte setgure of the eltadel? He tried
o omfort himaclf with the thought

that, belng o stranger ln the ¢lly, she
would find hersclf very lonely and
doubtless auite willing to relurn o

hor up-State homs at the end of o
few months,  Hid he Known that s
cortanin  pleasant  youth, who haled
lkewise from the up=-State town, had
como Lo the ity & short thine previous
to her advent and
and moiling in the ofMice of a follow

tlon with Ebenezer had Infected him \felt so sure,

with  Ebeneser's cupldity, The
thought of that golden treasure, thnl
magnifuds of which e alone

»

that she was clbowing millions, and
there was none o Il her. Uncdle
Ebenezer was always
rich, but n large house and money in
the bank looked very much like richea
to Karnestine, And, far from belng
lonely, she was revelling In the free-
dom of being unknown ln & great city
and having as constant escort the one
inan whose presence mallered.
thought It very aico of her uncle's
lawyer to take so much pains In her
behalf; but he wus o« middie-aged,
fatherly sort of person, with nothing
much apparently to do, so why
ahouldn’t he?

It wan not long before & broker
villed with an ofter for the house,
She refused, even when Mr. Hathbon
sttongly advised solling, He assured

| her, however, when he observed her

| Ter might come,

Hstened ll.l“‘ll”}'.l

wis now tolling |
| guite mad.
Assoctn- | lawyer, Mr. Rathbon would not have | hours ut breakneck speed, quite leav-

firmness that, of course, & better of-
a8 the season woas
not as yet active, Earnestine hud
tuken a fancy to her Inheritance.
Even the multitudinous clocks had a
fascinntion for her. She loved to lle
In_ the greal empty room ot night
and hear their chorus unpounce, the
bour. Fiest the big walnut English
clock on the stulrs would sound the
first stroke, to be followed by the
hurried silvery wolce of the Duteh
murquetrie clock in the drawing
room, then the measured, golden bell
nutes of the Queen Anne lacquer
timepiece in the bedroom, and then
the bodlam of all tones and notes, low
pitched as a church bell or thin and
bigh as 4 tea table trinket.

Fach ¢lock had a distinet person-
ality, and with Imaginative whimsey
she named them all-"Big Hen" and
“Little Dorrit,” *“John Silver” and
“Melba, “Don Quixote” and “Tet-
rassini” “Falstaff™” and “John Ridd."
Some earned thelr nieknames by thelr
vulees, others by thelr shapes, Farne
estine loved them all and only re-
gretted that she could not personally
tend und reguliate them as, Mr. Rath-
bon assutred her, her w Jle hud done.

Her disabilities as clocksmith came
home when Ann, the black lacquer
¢lock of the bedroom, suddenly went
Ann galloped through her

ing Father Tinie In the dim distance.

Earncstine and her sorvant settled | Every day Ann filched from twenly to

down In the old mansion with | forty minutes from the day ashead
thrifty cogtsat, She had 20 suspiclon ! Then ashe became bysterical and
' | 3
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I nestine was alarmed, and went

uppused to be |

She |

m ln mhml! lldm

chimed & at 10 o'clock and 11 at 3. Her
disorders became so grievous that Ear-
in
seurch of a clock surgeon. She ob.
talned one at Mr. Newberger's, a uear-
by shop on Eighth avenue—a half
pawnahop, oune-quarter watch und
clovk repair elinle, and quartur gen-
eral  jewelry emporium. A Wweary
mannered young man assured her
that antique clocks were no mystery
to him, and agreed to make a profes-

slonal call

When he arrived, Mr. Rathbon
happened in &t the same momont,
manifested hi= interest In Ann's de-
rangement, and accompanied them to
the floor above to watch the opera-
tion.

The clock doctor looked his patient
ovar with an Inattentive sye, whirred
the hands, noted the striking of the
hours, unscrewed a metal plate from
Ann's face, and finally unhooked the
massive polished brass welghts, All
at onee his manner changed, hin face
turned white s paper, his lips twist-
ed. In spite of a violent effort at
salf-control, amazement and cupldity
leaped from his eyea,

“The weights uwre unsven,” he sald
in w shaking volce, ns he hastily
thrust the big shining cylinders into
hin pocket. “T'Il Ale 'em down and
bring ‘egn back to-morrow. She'll
work all right then."

Mr. Hathbon held out his hand.
“(ldd shaped weights those," he sald,
“Let me look at one.'"

Newherger  glured,
could not refuse.

hesitated, but
Reluctantly he

pluced one of the clock welghia In
the lawyer's palm. A look passed
between the two men like crossing
| blades. Mr. Rathbon returned e
r weight,

“French, 1 should say, Emplre
gt The little jeweler nodded and
moved toward the door. “Youor nde
dress, please,” Mr. Hathbon requests
“I've a Louin XV, bracket clock
needs attention. 'l send for

. Newherger grimly extracted &
solled  card which the lawyer
pocketed. Mr. Newberger waa almost
| out of the dnor when a light detaln-
ing hand fell on his shoulder.

“1 beg your pardon,” sald Earnes-

valuable to be neglected.”

“I am beginning to suspect It," she
suld coldly, “so I just called down
the dumbwalte: to the servant to tel-
ephone a friend of mine to come at
once in order to look over all the
clock welghta In the house. Thank
you, Mr, Newberger,” Mr. Newbers
ger made as If to exit hastily, "It
won't do elther of you any good,”
ahe insisted, “not the least, I couldn
help suspect the truth as I watched'
you, I've just had a look at the
nther clocks, Mr. Rathbon, I domn't
care to sell either the houss eor
clock collection. The welghts are
aolld gold" .
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The Day’s ("._ood Stories

Taking His Cue.

SMALL strest urchin from the
A city, who was spanding some
time in & fresh-alr camp, wWas
the source of ronsiderable entertain-
ment to members of the famlly at a
furm where he frequently called for
milk and apples.
“Whaddye think about the young-
ater, anyhow ?" the farmer asked his
wife ona evening.

“Ie's a niee Kitls follow,” the wife |

replied, “but | can't Just make him

out,"

“How make him out?”
“Every tima grampuw
‘Isch!' that boy allus

sneszes
laughs and

- ———

Found.

HIS story is told of an absent.
minded professor at Drew Theo-
logical Beminary, One evening
while studying he had need of a books
mark, Seeing nothing else handy ha
used his wife's scissors, which lay oa
the sewing table, A few minutdy
Iater the wife wanted the sclssors,

but a diligent search falled

them. . mra
The next dny tha professor a

| bafore his cluss and opened hnllwlon“
'r':wra lay th; lel';uI scissors. He ploked

them up, and, holding them abo

head, shouted; . ol
“Here they are, dearl”

Yos, the class got it.—Everybody's
L]

Ve

tine, “but I'll  keep the weighta, *
thank you."

“Why, Miss Whitehouse," Mnr
Rothbon exclaimed, “lat the man
finish the job, That clock Is too

\.‘I




